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Introduction

overall impact of the population control programme adopted in a region
cannot be ascertained only by taking into account the number of couples

who are users of some method of family planning. The couples belonging to
different age groups have a differential fertility rate which ought to be reflected
in an index designed to measure the total picture of the population growth.
If a married woman in the higher fertility age group adopts family planning
measures her contribution in checking population growth is more than her
counterpart in lower fertility age group. Thus for the purpose of assessing the
overall impact of family planning measures it is not only necessary to ascertain
the overall number of current practitioners but an analysis according to various
age groups.

This problem of eliminating the differential fertility rate effect has been con-
sidered by Seal and Bhatnagar [3] by introducing the concept of Standard
Couple. A standard couple is a couple whose wife is in the age group 20-24
where the fertility rate is found to be the highest. The couples whose wives are
in other age group are converted into standard couples using suitable conversion
factors. These conversion factors are based on age specific fertility rates.

The object of this article is to extend the procedure of Seal and Bhatnagar
[3] to situations when the sampling design is more complicated and the estinia-
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